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MENTAL HEALTH ACT 2014 — PRE-EMPTIVE STRATEGIES 
Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [1.04 pm]: The Mental Health 
Act 2014 was passed in state Parliament on 3 November 2014. Key stakeholders have been actively engaged in 
pre-commencement implementation initiatives to ensure a seamless transition to the act. A key initiative of the 
act is the establishment of the Office of the Chief Psychiatrist as an independent statutory body, with an 
expanded mandate under the act—a recommendation by Gregor Henderson in his report “Developing a Quality 
Assurance Framework for Mental Health in Western Australia”. The act articulates an enhanced monitoring and 
evaluation responsibility for the Chief Psychiatrist through robust data reporting requirements. The 
Chief Psychiatrist has established a new, streamlined process for the reporting of serious clinical incidents in 
mental health by partnering with the established DatixCIMS incident reporting system at the Department of 
Health. This has streamlined mental health reporting. Since this new process commenced in February 2015, there 
has been a significant increase in the accuracy of reporting to the Chief Psychiatrist. This increased reporting 
does not reflect an increase in incidents, but demonstrates a more effective system to capture accurate data on 
serious clinical incidents in the public mental health sector. More accurate reporting means that public mental 
health services will better track and consequently reduce risk in the system. This will ultimately make the 
journey of the patient a safer one. This strategy has been set up well in advance of the commencement of the 
Mental Health Act 2014. 

The Mental Health Commission, the Department of Health, and other agencies involved in the implementation of 
the Mental Health Act 2014, are actively exploring other pre-emptive strategies to identify where other aspects 
of the act might be embedded in clinical practice before the actual commencement of the statute. I look forward 
to continuing to share updates on those initiatives in the future. 
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